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Stages of Juvenile Justice System in the United States
The juvenile justice system in the United States has gone through tremendous reforms and transformations through the five distinct stages to become what it is today. Juvenile justice is part of the criminal justice system that is responsible for rehabilitating younger people who are not old enough to be charged with the crimes as adults. This essay seeks to examine the five distinct stages of juvenile justice in the United States. Juvenile justice underwent five periods, puritan, refuge, juvenile courts, juvenile rights, and crime control. 
The puritan period, which occurred between 1646 and 1824, was based on laws brought from London (National Council Research, 2013). In this period, people believed that children's sins were inherent. Therefore, the juveniles were supposed to be severely and strictly punished whenever they misbehaved to help the families stay in control of their behavior as well as keep them responsible (National Council Research, 2013). In the case where parents failed to punish their misbehaved children according to the Puritans, the church and other social institutions in the society came in to carry out the punishment. However, even though there was a juvenile system, it only focused on children older than 7 years who were subject to be tried in the courts (National Council Research, 2001). 
The refuge period, between 1824 and 1899, became another important stage in the historical development of the juvenile justice system. In this period, people believed that being in poverty was a crime and so the juvenile system tried to remove children from such environments (National Council Research, 2013). The other belief of this period was that young people should be treated and rehabilitated and not punished as the Puritan period advocated (Thompson & Morris, 2016). This was the most significant stage in the historical development of the juvenile justice system. Even though many changes were achieved in the later stages, but it marked the beginning of understanding juveniles and suggesting human approaches to deal with youth crime. Other initiatives that came later emanated from this period. 
The third stage was the juvenile court period, between 1899 and 1960, in which people started to believe that the environment could have a strong influence on the child’s development and behavior. This period believed that parents had more responsibility in raising a child that was obedient and hard-working (National Council Research, 2001). The first juvenile court was created in 1899 by the 1899 Juvenile Court Act that created the policy that was based on the medical model (Thompson & Morris, 2016). According to Thompson and Morris (2016), this model sought to provide a focused individual diagnosis and treatment during the rehabilitation period. 
The fourth stage, Juvenile Rights Period, was between 1960 and 1980. This period was marked by high single parenthood, which appeared to have a significant effect on their delinquency rate. The juvenile court system adopted more humane reforms that helped improve juvenile justice. The reforms in this period were categorized into four areas, due process, deinstitutionalization, decriminalization, and diversion of the juvenile justice system (Thompson & Morris, 2016). 
The last stage is the crime control period, which is between the 1980s to the present time. This period involved further reforms including shifting from the medical model to the current justice model, which seeks to rehabilitate children based on societal orders and interests (Thompson & Morris, 2016). 
From the five periods, the refuge period was the most influential because it set the foundation for the different reforms that came later that aimed at decriminalizing juvenile delinquency. All the good reforms achieved emanated from the period that stopped severe punishments and looking at juvenile delinquency as an inherent sin. Many measures have been taken over the period from the 1600s to date. Each stage has served to improve the next one, and these changes should continue to ensure that children who have been convicted find a place to continue with their life after serving. 
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